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Recensões
The present collection of essays is an attempt to bring scholars of medieval Portugal up to 
date with modern scholarship from 1950 to 2010. The result is 28 chapters in a dense volume of 
631 pages. It will not be possible to describe in much detail any article, nor is it necessary. In the 
introduction it is not expressed what they conceive as the chronological time frame of the Middle 
Ages. For example, there are a couple of times when some essays harken back to Late Antiquity 
and in many cases the subject matter includes material into the late fifteenth century. There is 
even one on the origins of the Age of Discovery, “The Beginnings of the Portuguese Overseas 
Expansion.” The most of the essays are situated from the high to the late Middle Ages with very 
little consideration of the early medieval era; with the exception of one, “From Late Antiquity to 
the Early Middle Ages.” Although there is mention here and there of non ‑Portuguese scholars, 
the majority of scholars cited in the notes are from Portugal. This has a positive and negative 
dimension to it. On the one hand, it makes known to the wider medieval scholarly community 
the work of Portuguese medievalist, who in many cases would only remain known in small circles 
of researchers. The effort and goals of this volume are both commendable and daunting in view of 
the large amount of scholarship that has been and continues to be produced on the Portuguese 
Middle Ages. 
We can infer that the intended audience appears to be limited based on what the director 
says, “The story of the historiographical shift in Portuguese medieval studies since the 1980s has 
been told enough times and by various authors. It has become too well known to need further 
description,” p. 12. He also says, “We arrive at forty ‑six contributors, corresponding perhaps to 
more than half of the professional historians who currently study the history of the Portuguese 
middle ages,” p. 14. So who is the intended audience? If it is the very small group who know each 
other very well and the works represented, then it reflects the maxim, “preaching to the choir?” If it 
is intended to make known Portuguese historiography of the Middle Ages to a wider community 
of medieval scholars and especially potential newcomers, then that shift in Portuguese medieval 
studies since the 1980s needs to be at the very least summarized. Otherwise, the subject remains 
a very tight knit internal conversation among scholars of Portugal. It would have been highly 
desirable to have dedicated a section to the scholarship of non ‑Portuguese scholars for this period, 
sporadic mention does not suffice and in some cases some are wholly absent. Nevertheless, this 
is an admirable volume with noble aims.
One of the stated goals expressed by the Director José Mattoso in the opening chapter, 
“Medieval Studies in Portugal: An Overview,” is as follows, “It aims at providing a service to the 
community of medievalist historians interested in Portugal, drawing from a vast amount of work 
which was available, although scattered in the multiple ‘states of the art’ compiled over recent 
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decades on the most diverse of subjects. This type of approach ‑ an update by experts brought 
together in a single volume ‑ acquires an added value and utility by filling the gap felt by the lack 
of such a book in Portuguese historiography, unlike medieval studies in most of Europe and 
the Americas,” p. 9. They are to be commended for publishing the work in English to make it 
accessible to medievalists not acquainted with the Portuguese language. Specialists, however, of 
the Portuguese Middle Ages will find this an especially useful volume.
What follows is an overview of the topics covered. The abundant documentary material 
is made evident in the essays, “Working with Medieval Manuscripts and Records: Palaeography, 
Diplomatics, Codicology and Sigillography” and “The Editions of Archival Sources and Documents.” 
It would have been highly desirable and enlightening for there have been a chapter on ecclesiastical 
archives. Noteworthy on linguistics is the rich essay “Latin and Portuguese in the Middle Ages 
coupled with “The Study of Literary Texts” and “Literary and Historiographical Production.” The 
intersection between Islam and Christianity is highlighted in two essays “Islamic and Christian 
Medieval Archaeology” and “Islam and Mozarabs.” The Portuguese Reconquest and its place within 
the Spanish one and the Crusades are enlightened by two chapters, “The Military Orders” and “The 
Medieval Military History.” These are topics that have received far more attention in neighboring 
Spain and which the Portuguese side deserves more research. In medieval historiography in general 
there has been a proliferation of scholarship on what might call the ‘voices on the periphery’ which 
includes rural areas. Apparently there exists interest in these areas in Portuguese scholarship for 
which much remains to be done. Several essays move in that direction: “Half a Century of Rural 
History of the Middle Ages in Portugal: A Possible Overview,” “Women’s and Gender History,” 
“When those on the Margins took Centre Stage,” and “Ethno ‑Religious Minorities.” Two essays 
on popular religion and everyday life are found in, and “The Church and Religious Practices” and 
“The History of Everyday Life.” Music and art are represented in, “Medieval Music in Portugal 
Within its Interdisciplinary Context (1940 ‑2010)” which leaves unclear why it begins a decade 
earlier than the chronological rubric of the book. The chapter “The Study of Medieval Art” lays 
out the main historiographical contours in what is an enormous topic. Urban and rural medieval 
Portugal is engaged in two essays, one already signaled above. The urban medieval context is 
treated in “Medieval Portuguese Towns: The Difficult Affirmation of a Historiographical Topic” 
and complemented by two, “Municipal Power” and “Economic and Fiscal History.” Three excellent 
essays deal with the complex world of politics and diplomacy, “The Medieval Portuguese Nobility,” 
“Central Power: Institutional and Political History in the Thirteenth ‑Fifteenth Centuries,” and 
“Diplomatic Relations: Portugal and the Others.” On the intellectual life of medieval Portugal is 
the lone essay, “Intellectual History and the Scholars”. Judite A. Gonçalves de Freitas concludes the 
volume with an overview and synthesis of the essays in, “Syntheses, Guides and States of the Art.”
The intent of the volume to cover as many topics as possible while admirable proves to be 
limited in success. Some essays are simply too short and specialized, as interesting as they might be 
in their own right. Some could have been conflated such as the essays entitled “When Those on 
the Margins took Centre Stage” and “Ethno ‑Religious Minorities,” as an example. An area greatly 
underrepresented is the pre ‑Islamic period, or Sueve ‑Visigothic historiography, notwithstanding 
the essay, “From Late Antiquity to the Early Middle Ages,” which excludes significant work by 
Portuguese and external scholars. Surprisingly wholly absent is anything on Portuguese Patristics 
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scholarship which has been quite fruitful, even if one limits it to the inclusion of modern Portuguese 
scholars. Martin of Braga alone merits a single historiographical essay, at the very least. 
In the decades that I have taught medieval European history I have always pointed to 
Portugal as one of those still largely unexplored areas of research, especially in comparison to 
scholars who dedicate themselves to medieval Spain. For Spain, scholars in North America number 
in the thousands ‑ even more specialized groups like the North American Catalan Society are quite 
large. As this introduction indicates, the forty ‑six scholars who wrote for this volume represent 
about half of the medievalists in Portugal. This is not the result of any shortage of material from the 
Portuguese Middle Ages, as this volume demonstrates. The challenge is to open up the Portuguese 
Middle Ages to potential young scholars and to integrate the Portuguese story into the broader 
narrative of the medieval world. Although things have improved on the Spanish Middle Ages, the 
problem is far more acute for medieval Portugal. It is my desire ‑ reflecting I am sure that of the 
authors ‑ that this volume will provide some remedy to this scholarly isolation. The Portuguese 
Middle Ages are an important chapter of the European Middle Ages awaiting exploration and 
discovery by medieval scholars. We salute this great effort forward by the authors in this rich 
collection of historiographical essays.
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O livro em epígrafe é dedicado ao estudo de fontes cronísticas portuguesas, dos séculos 
XIV e XV, provenientes de dois centros de produção escrita distintos, nomeadamente, o scriptorium 
do mosteiro de Santa Cruz de Coimbra e a corte régia. Com efeito, e como o próprio Autor 
salienta na “Apresentação” da obra, o objetivo principal era o de examinar as diferenças “entre o 
fazer história dos cronistas monásticos e dos cronistas de Corte”, procurando descortinar “rupturas 
e / ou continuidades entre uma produção e outra” (p.18). Duas interrogações se relacionam 
diretamente com este objetivo: a primeira prende ‑se com o interesse em saber de que modo a 
produção escrita monacal colaborou no desenvolvimento do saber da Corte de Avis. A segunda, 
em perceber em que medida os poderes régio e monástico construíram, através de crónicas e de 
outras obras, um conjunto específico de posturas morais e de condutas sociais destinadas aos 
cavaleiros e nobres da Corte. Para tal, foram analisadas, concretamente, as Crónicas breves e memórias 
avulsas do Mosteiro de Santa Cruz de Coimbra e as crónicas dos cronistas ‑mores do reino Fernão 
Lopes, Gomes Eanes de Zurara e Rui de Pina. 
De modo a alcançar o seu objetivo, o Autor dividiu o trabalho em três capítulos: “Os 
mosteiros e a produção escrita em Portugal” (p.25 ‑54), “A Corte de Avis, os cronistas e a escrita 
